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The Need

There is an overwhelming number of websites offering There is an overwhelming number of websites offering 
consumer health information on the web

Difficult for an individual to obtain pertinent and credible 
information via common search engines

No current link with public libraries to access local 
health related information
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Purpose

Aggregate organized listing of consumer health Aggregate organized listing of consumer health 
information into one central location with links to

Non-profit, low cost, or ‘free’ organizations in Allegheny 
County
Useful and relevant national and commercial websites
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Goal

Create a blog thatCreate a blog that
Can be used by anyone with basic computer skills
Serve as a quick handbook of credible, non commercial 
interest sources for librarians 
Easily accessible at 

http://alleghenycountyconsumerhealth.blogspot.com/
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Target Audience

Library patronsLibrary patrons
Librarians 
Anyone in Allegheny County with a consumer health Anyone in Allegheny County with a consumer health 
need
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The Blog
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Categories

Facilitate finding informationFacilitate finding information
On the right side of every page
Categories available in Categories available in 

Children’s and Adolescent Health
Diseases and Disorders
Mental Health

Also include sub-categoriesg
(next slide)
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Sub-categories

Include Allegheny g y
County and National 
Resources

Service provided
Brief description
Contact information
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Further Development

Continuous update of information Continuous update of information 
Incorporate suggestions from the users
Revision of layout designRevision of layout design
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Learning from the Fellowship

Ability to better evaluate and critique websites with Ability to better evaluate and critique websites with 
consumer health information
Introduction to people in health organizationsp p g
Knowledge of health resources 
Importance of the role of the librarian in providing Importance of the role of the librarian in providing 
health-related information to consumers
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