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The Project
We prepared a script and a PowerPoint presentation 
for librarians to use to educate the public about for librarians to use to educate the public about 
MedlinePlus®

With the intention to showcase the range, quality and   
ease-of-use of MedlinePlus®

Our hope is that this will be a useful tool for the 
librarians to use
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Why MedlinePlus®?
Reliable source of information

Maintained by the National Library of Medicine and the Maintained by the National Library of Medicine and the 
National Institutes of Health 

Contains no advertisements or endorsements  
Easy to navigate
Explores over 800 topics on conditions, diseases and p p ,
wellness
Information is provided in over 40 languages
It connects the user to more technical information, such 
as PubMed
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Example - Diabetes
Start the search by clicking the health topics tab
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Example - Diabetes
Click on ‘D’ under ‘Find your topic by first letter’
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Example - Diabetes
Scroll down to find and click on ‘Diabetes’ to open the 
page containing information about diabetespage containing information about diabetes
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Example - Diabetes
The page contains information on 

Latest news Latest news 
Diagnosis/symptoms
Treatment 
Prevention
Nutrition
Coping
Videos
Research
Statistics 
Financial issues Financial issues 
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Example - Diabetes
Each condition page has a ‘Related Topics’ section 
from where you can access related conditions from where you can access related conditions 
without going back to the page that lists all the 
conditionsconditions
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Example - Diabetes
Go Local  
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Additional information on MedlinePlus®

Drugs & supplements 
EncyclopediaEncyclopedia
Dictionary
NewsNews
Directories 
Other resources

Libraries
Organizations
Government health sites from other nations
Databases
MEDLINE/PubMedMEDLINE/PubMed
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Thoughts about MedlinePlus®

All librarians can feel confident in using this resource 
to provide the most reliable online health informationto provide the most reliable online health information
Lack of access to local resources for some states 
(including PA) is a major shortcoming of this website( g ) j g
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What the Fellowship has taught us
Patients must participate with their healthcare 
professionals in making healthcare decisionsprofessionals in making healthcare decisions
Important to teach our patrons about how to properly 
utilize this website
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